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Someone(s) give an overview of Chapter 5 

• Matthew 6:1-4 

So let’s go thru a couple things first just to get a handle on the passage, context, etc. 

• Matthew 6:1, 5, 16 

What is this section about? 

1. Almsgiving, prayer, and fasting 

In the Pharisees days, these 3 aspects of life were THE most important aspects of righteous living 

And among these, ALMSGIVING was THE most important 

MORE ON THIS LATER 

Nothing separated you more from the world than these 3 things 

Some also believe the these three are associated with the Day of Atonement 

Related to preparing your heart for God’s forgiveness on the fast during what they called, “the days of awe” 

What is the Day of Atonement? 

Again, remember Jesus NEVER makes anything up…all steeped in the Hebrew text 

MORE ON THIS LATER 

2. Doing your righteousness before people to be seen 

What does this mean? Why is this such a big deal to God? 

What is Jesus’ general answer as to why you shouldn’t do it to be noticed? 

Practice = Greek NT = “parade your acts”,  

Before men = N.T. Wright = “with an eye on the audience” 

What does this verse feel like? 

Can tell He is describing the scene of a play 

In fact, in all 3 illustrations, Jesus uses the word Hypocrite 

• Matthew 6:2, 5, 16 

What is a hypocrite? Where does the term come from? 

Amazing – this is a common word to us but it wasn’t to them 

It is a Greek word, Jesus spoke Hebrew, common language at the time  

In fact, there isn’t a Hebrew word for Hypocrite, in this case probably used/inserted a Greek word 

Hypocrite = literally face painter, was not a negative word really 

Had a negative connotation to the Jews because they associated it with Hellenism 

Jesus is responsible for turning this word and giving it its modern day connotation 

 

* Sephori or Zippori or Sephoris = Hellenistic capital 2 miles from Nazareth, built in 4 BC, when Antipas moved to 

Tiberius in 19AD, Jesus moved to Capernaum  

* Rock quarry directly in between, Jesus was a Techton – rock cutter literally 

* Beautiful theater in the city built during time of Jesus, possibly Jesus Himself cut some of the stones and built it, 

even went to a play 

* Jews were totally against entering the Hellenistic cities let alone going to their theaters, gymnasiums with their 

nude wrestling, Temples with sex acts for the gods, etc. 

* Remember Hellenism – what did it stand for? 

* Promotion of self – nothing is higher than man/woman – celebrate the body, celebrate the mind, etc. 

In a Greek theater, what are the actors? 

Why is this such a huge statement by Jesus, to use the term Hypocrite? 

Total focus of attention is up front on the actors 

And here you have Jesus, from a town of 150, committed to God solely 

 

* Fascinating, a guy named Baxter excavated Zephoris, wrote a book called, “Women of Troy”, which was the 

name of a play, actually a line in the ancient play, “Oh Troy, as a mother hen who longs to gather her chicks.” 

• Matthew 23:37 (13-15) 

 

 



3. Possibly tied to Day of Atonement 

Book of Tobit – Apocrypha, Rabbi Eleazar says: 

“Three things annul a difficult decree. They are prayer, almsgiving, and repentance. These three are found in one 

verse, (II Chron. 7:14) ‘If my people which are called by my name will humble themselves and a) pray and b) seek 

my face - this is almsgiving, as it is written I will see your face by righteousness (almsgiving) (Psalm 17:15). And 

c) turn from their wicked ways – this is repentance. If they do thus, it is written, ‘then I will forgive their sin and 

heal their land.’ 

 

So now, let’s look at the first of the 3, almsgiving 

• Matthew 6:1-4 

First, what is almsgiving? 

Giving to Charity, Doing acts of Mercy 

Money was and is supposed to be used to alleviate human need 

Remember the Essenes from last week 

On the one hand, they lived together as a community and shared literally everything 

But the issue was that they only took care of one another 

They literally had their own Bank where the money was kept 

 

Verse 1 seems to be speaking of what? 

Righteousness 

What are these 4 verses about? 

Somehow, verse 1 has to fit into these don’t you think? 

Remember back at the beginning we said the Pharisees saw fasting, prayer, and almsgiving as the highest forms of 

righteous living? 

And among the 3, almsgiving was THE most important? 

In the time of Jesus, they had actually equated almsgiving with righteousness 

Almsgiving or charity = SALVATION to them 

 

There is an Old Testament Hebrew word for righteousness 

TSEDAKAH 

Was used in the sense of salvation or deliverance 

Unfortunately by Jesus’ day, TSEDAKAH had come to have a second more restricted meaning = ALMSGIVING 

Almsgiving had become synonymous with the word TSEDAKAH or righteousness 

What is the connotation of that? 

Almsgiving was a meritorious term = salvation 

 

Remember back in Matthew 5:20…verse flows really well into chapter 6:1 

Jesus is literally playing off both meanings of the word TSEDAKAH 

Literally, “Unless your TSEDAKAH is bigger than the TSEDAKAH of the scribes and Pharisees” 

In other words, if your TSEDAKAH is the undersized kind equated with just almsgiving and not that mighty God given 

TSEDAKAH the Prophets spoke about, then you won’t get into the Kingdom. 

Cannot gain TSEDAKAH apart from God…He imparts it to us when we place our faith in Him 

Then, our TSEDAKAH, our almsgiving, flows out of that 

 

• Matthew 6:1-4 with TSEDAKAH inserted 

 

Why is reward mentioned so many times? 

 

One last question or thought, what does verse 3 mean? Is that possible? 

Think the idea here is that it is so natural, and such an automatic overflows of gratitude and goodness that you literally 

don’t think about it, notice it, call attention to it to yourself 

 


